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Provisions of Charter Ordinance

• Amends Charter Ordinance 226 to:
• Allow the City Council to establish by resolution the date 

that terms of office begin.
• Changes the maximum terms of office for the City 

Council and Mayor to a total of three consecutive four 
year terms. 
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Legislative History

• In 2015, the Kansas Legislature amended state statutes to move 
city elections to November in odd numbered years. 

• In response to these amendments, the City Council adopted 
Charter Ordinance 226, moving the city elections to November.

• In 2019, the Legislature amended K.S.A. 25-313 to allow 
municipalities to establish, by resolution, the date that newly 
elected City officials will assume office. 

• Any resolution enacted by the governing body must establish the 
date to take office no later than the second Monday in January, 
following certification of the election.  If the governing body passes 
no resolution, the term begins on the second Monday in January.
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Amendments

• The proposed amendments would authorize the City Council to 
establish, by resolution, the date that new terms of office would 
commence.

• If passed by the City Council, following the protest period 
required by the Constitution for Charter Ordinances, a 
Resolution would be brought back to the City Council for 
consideration. 
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History of Term Limits

• Limits on the number of terms which can be served by the 
City Council members and the Mayor have been in place 
since 1991.

• In 1990, the City Council called for a vote on proposed 
Charter Ordinance 130 which limited council and mayor 
terms to two consecutive full terms. 

• On February 28, 1991, voters approved the term limits. 
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Amendments
• The proposed Charter Ordinance amends Charter Ordinance 

No. 226’s limitation on the number of terms Council Members 
and the Mayor may serve.  

• The limitation of two terms is increased to three full terms.  

• Based on constitutional provisions, the prior charter ordinance 
must be amended by a new charter ordinance. 
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Charter Ordinance Requirements

• The ordinance requires an affirmative vote of five City Council 
Members.  

• A Charter Ordinance does not become valid until 60 days after its 
final publication.  If a petition is filed with the City Clerk within the 60 
days and signed by 10 percent of the voters who voted in the last 
City election, the ordinance must be placed on the ballot for 
approval.  

• According to the Sedgwick County Election Office, 50,214 
individuals voted in the last City General Election. Any election on a 
valid petition must occur within 90 days of verification of the 
petition.  The City would be responsible for all election costs.
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Election on Proposed Charter Ordinance

• The Kansas Constitution would allow the City Council, in its 
discretion, to place the ordinance on the ballot directly, without the 
filing of a protest petition. 

• An ordinance would need to be adopted calling for notice of the 
special election.  

• Any such election would need to occur within 90 days of the notice 
of election. The City would be responsible for any costs associated 
with the election. 
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Recommendation/Action 

• Consider proposed Charter ordinance and direct staff to 
take any recommended action.
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Questions
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